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Interest in oral history arose first at the department of folkloristics at Turku University
(http://www.hum.utu.fi/folk/ ) in the late 1980’s when folklorist Taina Ukkonen was
working as an interviewer in an oral history project on Labour History in Turku
(1987-89) conducted by Turku Provincial Museum. Ukkonen’s work in the project
lead her to write both her masters thesis (Ukkonen 1989) and licentiate thesis
(Ukkonen 1996). Ukkonen’s next oral history project was conducted together with
female shipyard workers (1996-2000). In her doctoral dissertation (Ukkonen 2000)
she analysed the characteristics of reminiscence talk and how reminiscence talk is
produced during group interviews.
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In 1999 the department of folkloristics at the University of Turku was granted a
three-year research project “Oral History and the Interpretations of History” (1999-
2001) by the Academy of Finland. Anne Heimo, Taina Ukkonen and Ulla-Maija
Peltonen (University of Helsinki) have all worked as researchers in this project.

Anne Heimo completed her masters thesis on Finnish Civil War narratives in 1996
and has since written several articles (Heimo 2000a; 2000b; 2001; 2002; Heimo &
Peltonen 2003). Her future doctoral dissertation deals with the way the memories of
the Civil War have changed since the defeated were given recognition in the 1960°s.

Riina Haanpdi completed her masters thesis on criminal stories about the murderer
Jaska Pukkila told in the region of South Ostrobothnia in 2001. Since then her interest
has lies in the ways the stories about Jaska Pukkila has been interpreted and made use
of in the different time periods. (Haanpad 2002; Haanpaa 2003).
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- kulttuurien tutkimuksen juridisia ja eettisid kysymyksid. Joensuu: Suomen
Kansantietouden Tutkijain Seura ry. (http://cc.joensuu.fi/~loristi/2_02/ukk202.html)

LECTURE COURSES RELATED TO THE RESEARCH OF ORAL HISTORY

“Ihminen historiassa ja ihminen oman historiansa tuottajana” -lecture course in
autumn 2003, lecturers Outi Fingerroos and Riina Haanpaa, at the Department of
Cultural Production and Landscape Studies, University of Turku, Pori.

“Ihminen oman historiansa tuottajana” —lecture course in spring 2004, lecturers Outi
Fingerroos and Riina Haanpéd, at the School of Cultural Research at the University of
Turku.

SEMINARS ON ORAL HISTORY

"M(did muistan sen koko ikdni...” - Muistitietoa tutkimassa — seminar organized by
the Oral History and the Interpretations of History —project and the department of
folkloristics, Turku University, 16.10.1999. (See articles based on papers presented at
the seminar in theme volume on reminiscence and oral history “Muistelu ja
muistitieto” (Ed. by Anne Heimo, Anu Laukkanen ja Taina Ukkonen) - Elore 2/2000.
(http://cc.joensuu. fi/~loristi/2_00/sis200.html)

Muistin paikat — Vuoden 1918 sodan jdlkid tutkimassa — seminar organized by the
Oral History and the Interpretations of History —project and the department of
folkloristics, Turku University, 29.3.2001. (Seminar rapport by Riina Haanpdi in
Elore 2/2001. (http://cc.joensuu.fi/~loristi/2_01/haa201.html)

Oral History — The Challenges of Methodology — seminar arranged by the Finnish
Literature Society and the departments of folkloristics at Helsinki, Joensuu and Turku
University in Helsinki 11.-12.10.2002. (Seminar rapport by Fingerroos, Outi &
Heimo, Anne 2003: Oral History - The Methodological Challenges. In Nord Nytt Nr
87, 124-126.)
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Professor of Folklore Studies in Joensuu Seppo Knuuttila commenting professor Alessandro Portelli’s

key note at Methodological Choices in Oral History Research — postgraduate seminar in Turku 17.-
18.5.2004.

Methodological Choices in Oral History Research — postgraduate seminar organized
by the Graduate School of Cultural Interpretations together with the Finnish Literature
Society, Kalevala-Institute and the departments of folkloristics at Turku University
and Abo Akademi 17.-18.5.2004.

Methodological Choices in Oral History Research — postgraduate seminar in Turku 17.-18.5.2004. In
the front Ulla-Maija Peltonen and Seppo Knuuttila, on the next row from the left Vieda Skultans,
Jorma Kalela and Anne Heimo.

CONTACTS WITH RESEARCHERS FROM NEIGHBOURING COUNTRIES
AND INTERDISCIPLINARY COOPERATION

Participation with the national Graduate School of Cultural Interpretations —
Kulttuuristen tulkintojen tutkijakoulu (http://cc.joensuu.fi/~kulttutk/index.html).
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Several meetings and seminars together with The Political Aspects of History -
Historian poliittiset ulottuvuudet (http://www.soc.utu.fi/polhist/ ) - project (2003-
2006) funded by the Academy of Finland.
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